STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

President David Schroer opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on August 2, 2010.  Members present were David Schroer, Charles Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders. Jack Knust arrived after approval of the minutes. Also present were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the Board and Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

A motion to approve the Drainage Board minutes from July 6, 2010, was made by Charlie Brown and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 4 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
Paul Sinders read an e-mail from John Keller concerning the Mary Porteus Brown Ditch permit from the Army Corp of Engineers. The e-mail he received on July 28, 2010 read as follows;
“Paul-Once again I will be out of town for the drainage board meeting on August 2nd. I just got off of the phone with Mr. Thomas from the Army Corps and he believes everything is in order now and as long as his superiors agree we should have our permit by mid August (the higher ups are out of the office until the middle of next week). Conditions on our permit will exclude us from working in the wetland area (the wooded tract on the South end of the ditch at the end of the “levee road” that the farmers use) and do not allow for rip-rap to stabilize the banks. We can get an additional permit as needed should we find areas that need rip-rap in a matter of a few days. I believe we can clean and debrush this channel without need for rip-rap, but one never knows for sure until faced with the situation.

I have started drafting up some general job specs so that the individual bidders will know what we expect to have done and what is and what is not acceptable. I am also working on a letter to the land owners advising them of our plans and the need to cut trees on the East and South sides of the ditch channel, so that if they want any timber from these areas they should remove it as soon after October 1st as possible.

We will need to purchase some no trespassing signs and plastic construction zone type fencing to make the boundary of the wet land or construction limits very visible to whatever contractor winds up with this project (a requirement of the permit). If you could get board approval to spend the money to purchase enough material to mark the upstream and down stream construction limits near the wetlands (I would think one roll of plastic fence would be plenty and the surveyors office has flagging we can use as well) or would the Wabash Valley Long Term Disaster Recovery Coalition pay for this as part of their efforts? If the WVLTDRC is funding this we may not need to even bring this up before the board, I just do not know what the procedures are at this point in time.

I would like to advertise for bids and have a pre-bid meeting in mid September and start the project in early-mid October so that we can have things completed before years end. In the present economy I would not be surprised that we get the entire ditch (less the wet land area) cleaned and the “levee road” graded for the monies we have available. In any event, we can always set the project up into four or five project areas for individual bid and see what the “best bang for the buck” turns out to be. 

I am not counting any chickens just yet but things are looking very promising at this point in time. 

Call me if you need anything further – John”

A motion to pay for fencing and no trespassing signs for the Mary Proteus Brown Ditch Project, and out of MPB funds, was made by Jack Knust and seconded by Jack Withers. Motion carried 5ayes. 
Charles Brown informed the Board about the status of the wash-out on River Road. He said they had a temporary permit that had expired after thirty days, but the Army Corp of Engineers wanted a diagram to affect repairs. 
The question was raised about this being a Drainage Board issue. David Schroer will get in touch with NRCS to see if they can give assistance concerning this matter. 

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

It was reported that Connely Ditch was dredged by Matt Booe. This has now caused erosion of County Road 200 W. 
Jack Knust said that Dick Long is the President of Connely Ditch. Charles Brown and Jack Knust will review the site and contact the officers of the ditch to try and resolve this issue. 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charles Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Knust. Motion carried 5 ayes.
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